Advance Monthly
Retail Sales August 1988

CURRENT BUSINESS REPORTS

\

CB 88-145
FOR WIRE TRANSMISSION 8:30 A.M. EDT, September 15, 1988

Advance estimates of U.S. retail sales for August adjusted for seasonal, holiday, and trading-day differences but
not for price changes, were $133,5 bill{fon, a decrease of 0.2 percent (+ 1.0%) from the previous month but
2.7 percent (+ 1.6%) above August 1987, Excluding automotive sales, August sales increased 0.2 percent
(+ 1.0 percent) from July and were 4.6 percent (+ 1.6%) above the previous year. Total sales in the June through
August period were 1.0 percent (+ 1.7%) above the previous three months and 4.5 percent (+ 1.7%) above the same
period a year ago.

Durable goods decreased 1.0 percent (+ 2.3%) from the previous month but were 0.7 percent (+ 3.7%) above the
prev‘lous year, Automotive sales were 3.4 percent (+ 4.8%) below August a year ago. Building materials and
furn'lture both were up about 6.5 percent from August 1987,

Nondurable goods increased 0.2 percent (+ 1.0%) from the previous month and were 4.0 percent (+ 1.7%) above the
previous year, General merchandise stores were up 1.8 percent from August a year ago and food stores were up
4.8 percent during the same period.

The Advance Monthly Sales Report for September is scheduled to be released October 14, 1988 at 8:30 a.m.

ESTIMATED MONTHLY RETAIL SALES
January 1986-August 1988
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concerning this report should be addressed to Ronald Plencykoskl, Business Division,
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Tabie 1. Estimated Monthly Retail Saies, by Kind of Business

(Sales 1n millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Adjusted®
1988 1987 1988 1987
Sic Kind of business 1 3 -
code Aug, July June Aug, July Aug. July June Aug.T July
adv. prel, final adv, prel, final
Retail trade, total.....c.c.... 137,083133,495[137,472{131,536]129,258{133,470({133,800}133,617{129,930]127,122
Total (excl. auto group).. 105,866(102,824|103,787 |100,618| 98,781|104,334 (104,130]103,994| 99,757] 99,110
Ourable goods, total........ | 52,657 51,060( 55,343 50,627 50,037 49,920 50,448 50,709 49,593 47,509
52 Building mat., hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers.. 7,706 7,410 8,013 7,080 7,234 6,905 6,866 6,988| 6,496 6,500
5§21,3 Buflding mat, and supply stores, (*) 5,631 6,059 5,489 5,510 {(*} 5,187 5,264 4,914 4,859
5§25 Hardware stores..cccesvisescense (*) 1,356] 1,395{ 1,174} 1,233 (*) 1,288) 1,280} 1,152 1,163
55 ex. 554 | Automotive dedlers..ciocancseesess | 31,217 30,671] 33,685) 30,918( 30,477 29,136| 29,670} 29,623| 30,173| 28,012
551,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous
6,7.9 automotive dedlers,............ | 26,584) 28,051| 30,933 28,462 26,024f 26,714 27,208| 27,087 27,849 25,757
551 Motor vehicle (franchised),.,. (*)| 24,790{ 27,285 25,510| 24,707 (*) {na) (NA) {na) (MA)
553 Auto and home supply stores..... (*) 2,620] 2,752 2,456} 2,453 {(*) 2,462 2,536{ 2,324} 2,255
527 furniture, home furnishings, and
equipment StoOreS.ceeicensacconnen 7,704 7,451 7,681 7,116 6,997 7,598 1,687 7,883 7,133 7,135
571 Furniture and home furnishings.. (*) 3,853 4,012 3,793 3,736 {(*) 3,936 3,992 3,708 3,759
57122,32 Household appliance, radio, -
and TV stores..ccveeesvenvenns (*) 3,133 3,187 2,869 2,848 {*) 3,223 3,37 2,946 2,918
§722 Household appliance stores.,,. (") 1,033 1,040 943 973 {(*) (IA) (NA) {NA) {(NA)
Nondurable goods, total..... | 84,426] 82,435 82,129| 80,909| 79,221| 83,550 | 83,352| 82,908} 80,337| 79,613
53 General merchandise group stores., | 14,754| 13,260] 14,339 14,555( 12,883 15,051 15,113] 15,129 14,779 14,580
531 Dept. stores {ex. leased depts.) | 12,471] 11,195 12,051 12,198| 10,763} 12,635 12,693] 12,685 12,296{ 12,148
531 Dept. stores (in, leased depts)? {*)] 11,575) 12,456| 12,591 11,121 {(*)] 13,1241 13,112] 12,731} 12,552
533 Variety stores.ceeesesscencecons 1') 629 642 678 622 1'; 103 684 103 684
539 Misc. general mdse. stores...... *) 1,456 1,646 1,679 1,498 b 1,717 1,760 1,780 1,748
54 FOOd StOreS.ceecrococonns 28,044 28,867 27,866| 26,707| 27,658| 27,781) 27,572| 27,423] 26,496| 26,289
541 GPrOCErY STOr@S.eeascascnonssenss | 26,354] 27,197 26,218| 25,146] 26,095| 26,119| 25,902 25,780 24,946 24,735
5§54 Gasoline service statfons.........| 9,553] 9,449 9,294} 9,348{ 9,377} 9,038 8,923] 8,962| 8,928] 8,796
56 Apparel and accessory stores...... 17,1021 6,138 6,298| 6,823] 5,894 6,902| 6,877 6,782 6,657] 6,627
561 Men's and boys' clothing
and furnishings stores...oveeee {(*) 641 738 687 629 {*) 763 755 760 157
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty
stores, TurriersS..ccececosance {') 2,411 2,431 2,620 2,349 (*} 2,673 2,680 2,638 2,604
565 Family clothing stores...oessnss )| 1.s42] 1.540] 1.716] 1.479 (3 )] )| T | e
566 Shoe StOreS..cocovcsvscscsvsescs (*)] 1,106] 11,1771 1,325] 1,082 (*)}] 1,26%] 1,223] 1,236} 1,213
58 Eating and drinking places........ | 13,885] 14,039 13,570 13,290 13,197f 12,928| 13,011} 12,899] 12,340] 12,219
591 Drug and proprietary stores.......| 4,975 4,784 4,904 4,582] 4,582] 5,035 4,978 4,974] 4,699] 4,690
592 Liquor storeS..cecerrscrscccsnsosns (*) 1,701 1,629 1,635 1,705 {(*) 1,617 1,626 1,627 1,622
§961 (pt.){Mafl-order houses (department
53 .56.57 store merchandise)...ccoevecccnasee (*) 261 273 294 278 (*) (NA) {NA) (NA) (NA)
554 ) BAFt..-........................... (*) 31,399' 33,079} 33,067 30.058' {(*)]| 34,890] 34,878] 33,413} 33,199

*Advance estimates are not available from the subsample panel for these kinds of business.

NA  Not

'Data are concurrently adjusted for seasonal varfations, holiday, and trading-day differences,

availabler ¥ Revised

Concurrent seasonal

adjustment uses ol) available unadjusted estimates as 1nput to the X-11 program and the factors derived from the program are
used in calculating al) seasonally adjusted data shown in this publication,
tn the Honthly Retail Trede Report, 8R-88-07,

Factors and explanatory material are contained

*Advance estimates are based on early reporting by a small subsample of the full survey panel. A)) other estimates are
based on the full sample.

*Includes data for leased departments operated within department stores,
kind-of-business totals,

‘6AF represents stores which specialize {n department store types of merchandise,

Note:

Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.

Data for this 1ine mnot tncluded in broader



Table 2. Percent Change in Estimated Monthly Retall Sales, by Kind of Business

(Adjusted for seasonal vartations, holiday, and trading-day ¢ifferences)

Parcent change

June 1900
Aug. 1988 July 1988 threugh
8:t Kind of business sdvance from-- preliainary frem-- Avg. 1988
code
Mar, 1908 | June 1887
July 1988 Aug. 1987 [June 1988 [ July 1887| threugh through
prelim, final final final May 1988 | Aug. 1987
Retat] trade, tetdl..ccvvvnrenconnvanss -0,2 2.7 +0.1 +5.3 +1.0 4.5
Tota) (excl., sutomotive 9roup),..:. «0.2 +4,6 +0.1 +5.1 el % +5.0
Ourable goods, tOtal.ieereescocvonnns -1.0 +0.7 =-0.5 +6.2 0,2 *"“..
52 Suilding materials, hNardware, garden
supply, and mobile homs . +0.6 +6.) -1.7 +5.6 -1.8 +6.9
$5 ox, 554 | Automotive dealers.. =1,8 3.4 +0.2 +8.9 -0.6 2,9
§61,2,8, Notor vehic)
o7, B0tive ded1OrS. . cevsecovnsrnnccornsncas -1,8 4.1 «0.4 +5,.6 -0.6 +2.4
Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
S0P cccisecnccscsocrcncscscnnsncsasnnns -1.2 +6,5 2,1 +71.7 +1.1 +9.0
Nondurable goods, totd).c.icecreravoan «0.2 +4.0 +0.5 4,7 +1.8 *4.)
$) General merchandise 9roup stOFreS.cvceevcces «0.4 +1.8 «0.1 +3.7 +1.4 3.1
$31 Dept. stores (ex. Teased dept.).uvevccess «0.5 +2,8 +0.1 +4.5 +1,7 .1
§31 Oept. stores (1n, leased dept.).ccevceess (MA) (NA) +0.1 4,6 (NA) (NA)
[ 1) FOOd $t0resS. e ccccveccrecncscannan .e +0.8 .8 +0.5 *4.9 *1,7 .5
[ 1} Grocery Stores..cocovenncnscance .o «0.8 .7 «0.5 4,7 +1.5 .4
$54 Gasoline service stations . +1.) +1,2 -0.4 +1.4 +0.3 2,2
66 Apparel and accessory sto . +0.4 +3.7 1.4 +).8 2.6 +3.5
(1] Eating and drinking places.... csesess -0.6 4,8 «0.9 +6.5 «2.0 5.4
(1} Drug and proprietary StereS...ccecccccccses +1.1 7.2 0,1 «6.1 +0.2 +6,7
Table 3. Estimated Monthly Retall Sales of Group Il Companies, by Kind of Business
(Sales 1n milltens of dollars)
Net adjustad Adjusted’
s1C Kind of business T
cede July 1988 [June 1988 Jul July 1988 | June 1988 Ju)
prelis, finel 198 prelia, finel 198
Betafl trede, totdl.icicicntecccccccnss 47,862 48,629 45,913 49,03 48,626 47,337
3 Generel merchondise 9reup steres.ccceoccsce 12,286 13,303 11,792 14,064 14,022 13,411
3 Dept. stores {(ex. leased dept.). 10,843 11,671 10,435 12,280 12,269 11,764
$31 Qept. stores (1n 11,202 12,053 10,772 12,701 12,674 12,158
833 Yorfety stores, 495 $10 487 [ 11) 41
839 Miscellaneous ¢ 948 1,122 870 (®A) {®A) (®A)
i Foad ltorcl.................;.............. 16,220 15,738 15,66 [{ 1)) [{])) (WA)
[T} Grocery Stor®s...covevsttcccrcrsssosocccs 16,005 18,821 18,48 15,449 16,428 14,772
| 1] Appare] and eccossery StOPS..ceccecccsones 3,249 3,368 3,093 3,22 3,669 3,872
$62,3,8 o en's clething, specialty sterss, .
TOPPIOPE.scussenescosccscsscnsssscssssss 1,318 1,327 1,294 1,442 1,447 1,427
[ L I T T P 683 7644 628 (111 124 140
(1)} Drug steres ond prepriotary steretoeccevccee 2,796 2,85) 2,644 2,934 2,920 2,734

A Not avetlable, ¥ pevised
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*Inclvdes dats for leased depertaents eperated within dopartment stores., Beta for this 11ne not fncluded in breader
king-of-business totals.

Rote:

The Group 11 component of the semple consists of companios which had 11 or mere retsi) estebdlishments

sccording ta the most rocent ypdate of multi-astadblishaent files and which were selected with certainty (1.s., their
soles 5120 axceeded specifisd dollar velume cuteffs which vary by kind of business).
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SAMPLE DESIGN AND RELIABILITY OF DATA

e advance sales estimates are based on early reporting of sales by a small subsample of the Bureau's retafl survey
nel. Because of the early reporting, the advance estimates can differ from the subsequent estimates which are based
 monthly reports obtained from the full sample of retail stores. In additfon, sampling variability between the sub-
mple used for the advance estimates and the full sample can cause a difference,

rcentage differences between advance and full sample preliminary estimates of month-to-month percentage change in
asonally adjusted total retail store sales have ranged from approximately =0.8 percent to +0.9 percent with the
erage of the absolute differences about 0.4 percent for the past 12 months. For individual kind-of-business groups,

ne:ebg*lf:e;:?ces tend to be higher, Sampling varfability of and revisfons to advance-to-preliminary estimates are shown
 table ow,

eliminary estimates for July 1988 and final estimates for June 1988 based on the full sample will be publighed
ter this month in the Monthly Retail Trade Report for June (BR-88-6). The complete report will provide sales

:::m:es in greater detail and will present a description of revisions, and the techniques wused in developing the
t imates.

)enever a statement such as “up 0.8 percent (+ 1.0%)" appears in the text, this indicates a range from -0.2 perceat to
.8 percent. All ranges given are 90 percent confidence intervals. If the range contains 0, it 1s uncertain whether
ere was an increase or decrease. The Monthly Retafl Trade Report fincludes explanations of confidence intervals and
mpling varfability along with additional measures of sampling variability.

Table 4. Sampling Variability of and Revision to Advance-to-Preliminary Estimste

Estinated coefficient of Varistion
1 porcont of the
1314 Prelfatnsry-te-finsl
code percest change
K1nd of Dusiness Ratte Pellar JRatte of siees the
Advance-te- te saee | velune | curront Advence-ta-preliainary
preliaminary senth sales {quarter pearcent chsspe
retie o yoar ont. te prov.
9o quarter
esnge’ | meat nedt Nedian | Meat nenge’ | meen | ohsuiste
an ) ) N ) 1 en | ohseleta
Trea *c " Frea] '*o— e,
Retat) trada, totel........ 0.6 jo.? .? 0.9 0.8 1.0 [-0.0 ]e0.9 0.0 0.4
Total (excl. aste). j0.8 | 0,7 9.6 e.0 .7 0.9 j-1.0 |1.0 8.0 8.4
Burehle goeds, total.. [2.4 ] 1.7 1.6 2.3 1.7 2.2 1.6 |10 L8 ] 1.0
[ 14 Suilding meterials
0roup SLOPetsernnreecceees [0.6 | 2.6] 1.6 3.0 2.3 3.1 5.2 [e1.8 | -0.0 1.6
.=I:I° Automstive do0lers.cccccecss J3.7 | 2.2 1.0 3.1 2.3 3.0 jJe2.3 fe2.7 |e0.¢ 1.2
§81,2,.8 Netar vehicle end wisc.
6.7, sutomotive deolers....... (3.2 | 2.2] 1.8 3.7 2.4 3.2 [-2.6 [e2.0 | 00,3 1.2
[} Feraituro, bome furs, ood
oquipnant 8tOres....ccsecss | 1.6 | 2.3 1.9 3.7 3.3 2.7 (3.3 Jea, 4 | o0.8 1.8
Nendur. stores, totsl... | 0.8 | 0.7 a.¢ 1.0 8.7 0.9 |=0.0 |¢0,? e.0 e.4
H A lo.uul serch, rup‘. ut:l. 0.2 ] 0.8 0.3 0.4 e.3 0.8 [-2.6 1.0 | -0.2 e.0
ept. steres (ex. loase
C:pu.).................. 0.0 | 8.3 8.} 0.2 0.1 0.1 [-2.1 2.0 | 0.2 9.8
[T} Food 880P08.ccccccccccccssss [0.0 | 1.8 1.0 1.6 1.3 1.6 ]-0.90 [+0.8 | #0.) 8.3
[13) Srecory stOPBlecccccccnces § 8.3 | L .8 1.8 1.4 1.6 |-0.010.0 | 4,1 8.
854 Sasoline service stetiens,., | 8.7 | 1.2 .. 3.0 2.2 2.0 fe1.4 Jo2.3 | 0.1 1.0
[ 1] Apparel ond ecc. Stores..... .2 | 3.4 1.8 2.4 1.0 1.8 [-2.8 Jo2.2 | -0.8 1.3
. Cating o0d €rinking cccoee.s | 0.0 | 1.3 1.1 2. 2.3 2.6 1.7 |10 | *0.3 0.9
(13 Brug sad propristary cccoees 1 0.4 ] 0.7 0.8 2.3 1.7 2.1 J-1.6 Jo1,2 | -0.2 9.7

'n. ranges of sempitag veriehility shown sre hased oa seles estimates snsdjusted for secasons) vertstion, boliday, and
trodtog-day @1fferences for the ¢ats denths of Narch - duly 1908,

S The retpges shows for the retafl trade tetal ars hased on sales estimites sdjusted for seasens) varfetions, ullu,.' and
tradiog-6sy $1fforences far the 12-menth paried, August 1997- July 1908. Tha renges for 1) othor totsls and Linds
bustness ore based on the 12-penth peried Nay l‘"-»rll 1980.

\ Sete: See u'pnlh 0, Beliebtlity of Bate, fe the Meethly Retal) Trode Seport for & @iscession 0 ths asaseres of
sampling vartabtiity.




